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Woodhaven Forest defies market 

DAVID HOPPER PHOTOS : PO R T il E C Il RON IC L E 

MODEL HOME: A two story model home in the Woodhaven Forest subdivision in Conroe, Loop 336 south and Sgt. Ed Holcomb Blvd. 
The neighborhood that experienced an upswing in growth with 154 home sites, and another 50 acres all redy for 100 more homes. 

Conroe subdivision 
has good location 

T HE reat estate 
market is slow 
in Conroe, but 

one neighborhood 
experiencing an upswing 
is Woodhaven orest. 
Project manager Tony 
Padua said the secret to 

TO LEARN MORE 
For more on r at estate 
across the region, see 
coday's Houston Chronicle 
Business section. Also go to 
chron.com/homefront for 
information on the Web. 

the subdivision's success is location . 
WELCOME HOME: A divided roadway and informational signs 

STORY ON PAGE 2 welcome visitors. 
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Future bright in Woodhaven Forest 
• Conroe 
subdivision has 
experienced 
growth upswing 

By BETH KUHLES 
IIRONI C l.P. ORR F. SP 

T HE rea l estate market 
is slow in Conroe, but 
there are a handful of 

developments where houses 
are selling. 

Conroe issued permits 
to build 275 new homes in 
2009, down from a high of 
854 new starts in 2006. 

Among the subdivisions 
growing last year by more 
than 25 homes were Gray­
stone lIills, Harborside, 
Woodhaven Forest and Stew­
art's Forest, according to an 
annual survey of new homes 
by the city of Conroe. 

Permits were issued for 
49 new homes in January and 
February. 

One neighborhood that 
experienced an upswing is 
Woodhaven Forest on Loop 
336 South at Sgt. . d Hol­
comb Blvd. 

Ready for more houses 
This new subdivision has 

154 home sites with another 
50 acres ready for 100 more 
houses. 

Project manager Tony 
Padua said the secret to their 
succe s is the location. 

Just 1.5 miles from Inter­
state 45, the area provides 
easy access to either The 
Woodlands to the south or 
Texas 105 to the north. 

The Conroe Regional 
Medical Center is less than a 
mile away. 

"Location has been real 
important in keeping our 
sa les up," Padua said. 

"We are 1.5 miles from 
(Interstate) 45, seven miles 
from The Woodlands. 

"You've got the medical 
center right there and you 
have easy acce 's to (Texas) 
105 or The Woodlands." 

With home prices rang­
ing from the $140,000s to 
$220,000, the development 
is also affordable. 

It is attracting teachers, 
nurses, government work­
ers and police officers, many 
from around the area. 

"Conroe is up and coming 
and is the next best thing to 
the Woodlands," said Dana 
Foste r, a real estate agent 
with Ronnie and Cathy Mat­
thews Re/MAX Legends in 
Spring. 

"It has lower taxes, it has 
the feeling of the tree and 
it is close to the Woodlands 
amenilies. 

"The schools are also good 
in the Conroe Independent 
School District." 

Woodhaven Forest is ur­
rounded by trees and open 
space and much of it will not 
be developed. 

On one side is Camp 
Strake owned by the Boys 
Scouts of America and near­
by is low-lyi ng areas prone to 
fl ooding that are unlikely to 
be developed, Padua. 

"The fact is we arc sur­
rounded by trees," said Pad­
ua. 

" It our intention to leave 
it that way." 

DAVID HOPP ER: FOR T H E C J-IROfliI Cl.l:: 

WIDE, CURBED STREETS: Wide streets welcome visitors to the Woodhaven Forest subdivision in 
Conroe. Loop 336 Sou th and Sgt. Ed Holcomb Blvd. 

NEW HOMES 
New homes in Conroe 
betw en 2004 and 2009 

• 2004: 587 

.2005: 807 

.2006: 854 

.2007: 607 

.2008: 332 

.2009: 275 

Source: Conroe Community 
Development 

"Location has been 
real important in 
keeping our sales 
up." 

TONY PADUA. project manager 

Woodhaven Forest devel­
opers also lake pride in extra 
wide roadways, which pro­
vide easy navigation around 
the neighborhoods, even 
when cars are parked on the 
street. 

There are two builders 
avai lable in the communi ty 
at this time, Compass Point 
Homes and Gehan Homes. 

Un like many other subdi­
visions, Woodhaven Forest 
has houses built on specula­
tion that are available for 
move-in home buyers. 

Foster said the home 
builder provide quality, ener­
gy-efficient homes. 

"The location and active 
product are selling homes," 
Padua said. 

Despite the economy, Pad­
ua sees Conroe as an up-and 
-coming city. The Conroe 
Regi nal Medical enter is 
a large draw in the area, and 
th city and county govern­
ments are growing. 

The city also has a very 
strong industrial base in Con­
r c Park North. 

TOP-SELLING SUBDIVISIONS 

Following arotho I.adlng subdivisIons with the most hOllse, sold In l009ln the Conro. 
" rea accgrdlng to j1 syrVey by Crawford Renny 'gmmlSSlonM by !hC Hp,,'tno Chmnlsle 
SI.Ibdlvtslon SChool l'yplcaJ prlee plite pet. sales tot • 

Olsl. Pro range sq. fL sq. fL chg. 2009 In 

waiden Montoomery (\ffr~48 S8~ ~o:?sj .•. 0% 172 2O;!j 
Bontwat.r MontgOmery SI9Q.S758SI04.17 S91.66 · Il.o% 96 1.648 
APril Sound Montgomery $113·$3t!6 $85.11 $85.70 0.7% 115 1.700 
Roya' Forest Willi. 554-$101 559.'6 S69.56 17.0% 56 '53 
Grayaton. HIli, Conroe 5132-S371 $90.41 591.67 I.''!I, 45 2.0 
Rlv.r PlantatIon Conroe S1I2o$2.0 $69.98 S58.55 · 16.3'!1, 39 l.l38 
Caddo Viliag WIlli, $74-598 $56.7' 556.55 ·0.3'!1, 39 389 
Grand Harbor Montgomery S265·55945108.40 SIOI.50 ·6.' '!I, 38 .38 
5ovOfl cov.. Willis Sm·S303 $83.87 ~.85 I.2'*' 37 600 
Polnl AQuarlu, WIllis S125o$456 $85.02 $87.86 3.3% 35 644 
Crown Oaks Montgom ry SV6·$4I'SllI .3S S98.81 ·Il.3'!l, 31 'Sl 
Te .. Lakes Willi, 5117-$152 578.58 S77.72 . !.I% 30 342 
Cap. Conroe Montgomery SIlOoSI90 $76,'0 $79.5l '.1% l8697 
lake Conroe HilI. Willi, $72-$1'0 571.'3 S77.0. 7.9% 26 434 
Rlvershlre Conroe 5110'S170 $64.50 $61.64 ·4.4'14> l . 561 
lake Conro. Fore't Montgomery $49-SI45 $80.19 S74.41 ·7.2'!1, 22 611 
Stewarts Forest Conroe SI47·5280 S73.74 S73.59 ·0.2'!I, 10 317 
Montgomery TI'Oce Con .. Mont. S230'S386 S99.91 SI03.0S 3.1'!I, 18 3" 
SUmm rsot Estlltes Conroe $65·$81 559.14 554.97 ·7.1'14> 17 337 
Arte.l"" Oak. Conroe S97-S116 $66.'3 SGl,37 ·6.1'14> 17 216 
LoneStarR""cI1 Conroe S]2-$64 529.31 53'.'1 n.2'*' 16 NA 
Crlghton Woods Conroe $327 ·$45S S99.0l S9l.30 -6.8'!1, 15 12' 
Te' .. Creek Conroe 5112-$145 $75.24 S71.66 ·4.8% 15 166 
GrllJ1d lake Estates Montgomery SlI8·S389 597.30 590.66 ·6.8'!1, I' 199 
Corinthian Polnl Willi, SIOH211 $7U5 568.04 ·12.9% 14 258 
Briar Grov. Conroe Sm-SI63 S78.77 577.l8 -1.9'14> 12 130 
Shady Wood. Conroe $78·5128 $73.57 S57.8l ·21.4% 12 139 
K.llyn Oa1<5 Conroe $66-S95 $51.60 551.31 ·0.6'!1, 12 70 
Rldgelal< Shore, Conroe S20I '$347 $91.76 588.48 ·3.6% 11 ISO 
Crlghton Ridge Conroe S299-$471 SIOO.98 S99.3' ·1.6% II 291 
Roblnwood conroe $76-SI10 S6l.96 559.88 ·4.9% II 262 
La Sail. cro<slng Conroe $83'SI35 SSl.99 S58.5l 10.4'!1, II 201 
Deer Run conroe $100·$143 $97,37 $80.12 ·17.7% 10 115 
Park.ld.orPMor ma Willi. $13I·SI58 S87.56 ~.'I ·3.6% 10 sa 
Shadow Bay WIlli, SI9-$130 $37.58 S23.26 ·]8.1% 10 81 
Olde OakS Willi. 57HI24 551.64 $61.08 18.3'!1, 10 96 
Southwlnd Ridge Conroe SllO'SI8S $69.ll S76.88 11.1% 9 10' 
Emerson Estate. Conroe S23-$41 S25.95 S23.07 ·11.1'14> 9 NA 
Falcon Snd·ThOl.ak. Montgomery SlJI-$506SI0Q.40 $76:71 .l3.6'!1, 8 49 
Sunrise Ranch Montgom.ry S93-$129 $67.70 563.32 ·6.5% 8 90 
TlmbOr Lin. Estot.. Conroe. Willi, SIGl·SI59SI02.9' S1l2.l9 9.1% 8 145 
Woodcrest Conroe $84-S108 S55.91 $65.57 17.3'14> 7 l31 
Oal< Tree Conroe SI88·Sl37 593.63 595.00 1.5% 7 NA 
Crockett Trace Conroe S38o$77 S35.86 S30.30 · 15.5% 7 NA 
Panoraml·Hlwon Willi. SUS-SI89 S70.77 S7l.11 1.9'14> 7 2lI 
Silverstone Conroe S314·$472 596.15 $85.35 ·1I.2'!I, 7 III 
Shady Oal< Estotes M gnolla S40·S9' $40.7. $401.81 10.0% 7 NA 
PIn Oak Willi. $280$45 S26.79 $25.22 ·5.9'14> 7 NA 
TwIn Shores Willi. SI37-5529 589.9' $87.13 ·3.1'14> 7 ISO 
Clear Water Cove Montgomery SII7-$246 $83.49 588.77 6.3% 7 85 
SouthShorHStot .. Montgomery Sl47·$448S138.9l Sm.08 ·1l.4'!1, 7 89 
Summer Wood WIllis $132-$170 $74.89 $71.64 ".3% 6 72 
ArteSIan F .... st Conroe S87-S141 565.76 $63.99 ·l.7% 6 115 
lake COIlroe Viliag. Montgomery S26·$80 $35.01 $26.59 ·24.1% 6 37 
Walnut Cove WIlli, SlJ.S64 $41 .53 S.5.04 8.5'!1, 6 255 
BuHaloSprlng. Montgomery Sl2'-$2S5510'.38 $97.84 ,6.3% 6 NA 
Texas National Conroe. Willi. SUHI60 $76.83 $74.37 ·3.2'*' 6 160 
foster Oak, Conroe S8].$97 565.60 553.80 ·18.0% 5 122 
PIney Point Conroo $105·$129 $80.04 S75.43 ·5.8% 5 n 
ArbOr Plac. Conroe SIOO-SIl8 SS4.l6 S49.14 ·9.4% 5 136 
VIII. at Crock.tl Tl'ace Conroe 565·191 550.65 $47.04 ·7.1% 5 50 
PInewood FOr.st Conroe S80'SI30 S4S.n $'7.70 4,3'!1, 5 60 
West or!< Conroe $230·$336 $84.34 $66.16 2.2'11> 5 103 
Stone Ranch Montgomery SI5HI93 S97.98 S93.70 ·4.4% S 55 
White Oal< Hills Willi, $36·$70 534.60 $29.02 · 16.1'11. 5 NA 

U People see the north and 
they associat Conroe as an 
extensionofTh Wo dlands," 
Padun said. "The Woodlands 
ends at (Texas) 242 and in 
three more ex its, less than 

six miles, you arc already in 
Conroe. A lot of people really 
like The Woodlands, but th 
prices arc very expensive. It 
is like Inner L p prices in 
Ilouston." 
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